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cease the sale of benefices. They complained that the
bishops, priests and monks, even the mendicant monks,
had become rich, ignorant and idle; they began to
say, " fat as a canon," " lazy as a monk." In twenty
years these general councils were held. Not only
bishops and prelates came, as in the ancient councils,
but many doctors of theology; and they ruled the
assemblies. The Council of Pisa could not be satisfied
with two rival popes and elected a third, which in-
creased the confusion. The Council of Constance
deposed the three popes or made them abdicate, and
put an end to the schism by choosing a new pope
whom all Christians recognized. It condemned the
heretics Wycliffe and John Huss, and ordered their
writings to be burned. Huss was burned alive; Wy-
cliffe had died in 1384, his bones were disinterred and
burned. The council did not wish that the pope should
govern the church alone, it proclaimed the principle
that every general council, assembled under the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, holds its power directly from
Christ, that it is superior to the pope and cannot be
dissolved by him. The council wanted to make a gen-
eral reform of the church, but as it had begun by
electing the pope, the pope dismissed it without allow-
ing it to reform anything.

The Council of Basle, summoned in 1431 in spite
of the pope, proclaimed the same principles, and forced
the pope to recognize them, but it was gradually dis-
solved and the reform did not take place. The decrees
of these councils, adopted by the universities and the
kings of France, remained the law of the French
church down to the eighteenth century.